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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

MEDICAL ViRoLOGY WILEY

COVID-19 vaccination in Ukraine: An update on the status
of vaccination and the challenges at hand

Dear Editor,
The first case of COVID-19 in Ukraine was confirmed on March 3,
2020. At the time of this study (March 2021), the number of cases
of COVID-19 in Ukraine was 1.4 million cases, with mortality cal-
culated at 27 480.% Since March 12, 2020, Ukraine has experienced
quarantine with varying levels of lockdown. Polls suggest that 90% of
Ukrainians feel that the COVID-19 pandemic has changed their
lives.® The authorization of COVID-19 vaccines has created hope for
the restoration of normal life. However, COVID-19 vaccination ef-
forts face several intrinsic and extrinsic issues in Ukraine. The Uk-
rainian parliament intended to pass legislation on rapid registrations
of COVID-19 vaccines till the end of January 2021.*°

On February 1, 2021, the Ministry of Health of Ukraine pre-
sented a SARS-CoV-2 vaccination plan for the population (Table 1).
The plan consisted of five stages of vaccination, with medical
workers and the military forces of Ukraine being the first to receive
vaccines. Ukraine received the first deliveries of vaccines in February
2021.° The European Union has promised to provide Ukraine with
vaccines, because Ukraine is a member of the GAVI alliance, a global
vaccine alliance between international bodies such as the United
Nations, the World Health Organization, governments, research in-
stitutions, private companies, charities, and civil society.7 However,
media reports in Ukraine claimed that the Government of Ukraine
would buy COVID-19 vaccines at an inflated price, leading to public
outrage and protests, which resulted in reduction in vaccine
confidence.® *°

It seems that if Ukrainians wish to get vaccinated for free, they
will have to wait for their turn or for the second half of 2021, and if

Ukrainians wish to be vaccinated earlier, then they have to pay for it

TABLE 1 The Ukrainian vaccination
plan per population group

February-April
April-May
May-June
June-July
July-August
August-September
September-October

October-November

November-December

personally.’® According to a survey of the sociological group
“Rating,” 55% of Ukrainians are ready to take a SARS-CoV-2 vaccine,
if it is provided for free. If the vaccine is paid out-of-pocket, then the
number of Ukrainians ready for vaccination decreases to 35%."*

Currently, an active campaign is underway to educate the po-
pulation about the safety of vaccines, with Ukraine being at the initial
stage of vaccination against SARS CoV-2. Many contracts have been
signed, and others are still in progress. The percentage of Ukrainians
ready for vaccination is not high. Misinformation in the media and
the promotion of the anti-vaccine movement aggravate the situation.
In addition, the problem of vaccination can be associated with mis-
trust of the policy and issues of procurement of vaccines.

It is also noteworthy that the number of Ukrainians willing to
take a flu vaccine in 2020 was also low. At the same time, not all
Ukrainians adhere to the rules of adaptive quarantine, which con-
tributes to a high level of infection rates. Perhaps, the first wave of
vaccination will change the opinion of Ukrainians, when politicians
and certain public figures will also be vaccinated, showing by their
example the safety of the vaccine. The vaccination plans of Ukraine
are influenced by the interplay of the economy and international
relations.’® At the national level, the implementation of a massive
pan-Ukrainian vaccination plan is only achievable in the second half
of 2021.*? This is also a point to reflect on the unequal COVID-19
vaccine distribution in the WHO Europe region and compare it with
the experience from Africa and the Middle East.*®

This is in stark contrast to other Eastern European countries,
where mass vaccination programs began as early as January 2021.
Given the reports of breaching this right in other official and un-

official contexts of health care,™ COVID-19 vaccination can serve as
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a standstill to rethink this policy and either fully implement it or
abolish it.

There is a high incidence of coronavirus infections in Ukraine.
Vaccination is an urgent issue, especially among healthcare workers.
It is expected that at least half of the Ukrainian population will be
ready to be vaccinated against COVID-19, if vaccines become freely

available in a timely manner.

CONFLICT OF INTERESTS
The authors declare that there are no conflict of interests.

AUTHOR CONTRIBUTIONS

Lolita Matiashova, Ganna Isayeva, Aparajeya Shanker, and Christos
Tsagkaris conceptualized this letter. Christos Tsagkaris, Aparajeya
Shanker, and Lolita Matiashova wrote the first draft. Abdullahi T.
Aborode and Ganna Isayeva wrote the second draft. Mohammad Y.
Essar and Shoaib Ahmad made the critical comments and revision. All
authors revised and approved the final draft.

Lolita Matiashova®

Ganna Isayeva®

Aparajeya Shanker?
Christos Tsagkaris®
Abdullahi Tunde Aborode*
Mohammad Yasir Essar®
Shoaib Ahmad®

1L.T. Mala NIT NAMSU, Kharkiv, Ukraine
2Faculty of Medicine,

Medical University, Pleven, Bulgaria

3Faculty of Medicine,

University of Crete, Heraklion, Greece

“Research and Development,

Oli Health Magazine Organization, Kigali, Rwanda
>Medical Research Center,

Kateb University, Kabul, Afghanistan

6Punjab Medical College, Faisalabad, Pakistan

Correspondence

Mohammad Yasir Essar, Medical Research Center, Kateb
University, Kabul, 1001, Afghanistan.

Email: m.yasir.essar@kateb.edu.af

ORCID

Lolita Matiashova https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8110-0761

https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0515-6146
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6305-8152

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4250-574X

Ganna Isayeva
Aparajeya Shanker
Christos Tsagkaris

Abdullahi Tunde Aborode
Mohammad Yasir Essar
Shoaib Ahmad

https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2516-5920
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6554-7619
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7241-7724

REFERENCES

1. Anders A. Responses to the COVID-19 crisis in Russia, Ukraine, and
Belarus. Eurasian Geogr Econ. 2020;61(4-5):532-545. https://doi.org/
10.1080/15387216.2020.17784992

2. Ministry of Health Contact Center for COVID-19. Operational in-
formation on the spread of coronavirus infection 2019-nCoV;
2021. https://moz.gov.ua/article/news/operativna-informacija-pro-
poshirennja-koronavirusnoi-infekcii-2019-cov19. Accessed March
7, 2021.

3. ZBRUK. Ukrainians do not believe in the effectiveness of “weekend
quarantine”; 2020. https://zbruc.eu/node/101668. Accessed March
6, 2021.

4. Bigmir Net News. Law on rapid registration of COVID vaccines
will be adopted this week-Razumkov; 2021. http://m.news.bigmir.
net/ukraine/2060207-Zakon-o-bystroj-registracii-COVID-vakcin-
primut-na-nedele——Razumkov. Accessed January 26, 2021.

5. Bigmir Net News. Zelensky approves law for COVID vaccination; 2021.
http://m.news.bigmir.net/ukraine/2061226-Zelenskii-ytverdil-
zakon-dlya-COVID-vakcinacii. Accessed January 29, 2021.

6. Korrespondent. Vaccination in Ukraine: schedule presented; 2021.
https://korrespondent.net/ukraine/4321786-vaktsynatsyia-v-ukrayne
-predstavlen-kalendarnyi-plan. Accessed January 29, 2021.

7. Ministry of Health Contact Center for COVID-19. The first batch of
COVID-19 vaccines will arrive in Ukraine in mid-February; 2021.
https://moz.gov.ua/article/news/persha-partija-vakcin-vid-covid-19-
v-ukrainu-pribude-v-seredini-ljutogo. Accessed January 30, 2021.

8. Korrespondent. Ukraine may not receive enough COVID vaccines
on time-Stepanov; 2021. https://korrespondent.net/ukraine/
4321658-ukrayna-mozhet-ne-poluchyt-v-srok-dostatochno-COVID
-vaktsyn-stepanov. Accessed January 30, 2021.

9. Ministry of Health Contact Center for COVID-19. Maxim Stepanov:
Ukraine buys vaccines against COVID-19 at a price set for most
countries; 2021. https://moz.gov.ua/article/news/maksim-stepanov-
ukraina-zakupovue-vakcini-proti-covid-19-za-vartistju-jaku-
viznacheno-dlja-bilshosti-krain-svitu. Accessed January 6, 2021.

10. Edward H. COVID-19 vaccination in Ukraine. Lancet Infect Dis. 2021;
21:462. https://doi.org/10.1016/51473-3099(21)00156-0

11. Bigmir Net News. Lyashko: Ukraine from COVAX expects 16 million
doses of Pfizer vaccine; 2021. http://m.news.bigmir.net/
ukraine/2060670-Lyashko-Ykraina-ot-COVAX-jdet-16-mIn-doz-vakcini-
Pfizer. Accessed February, 2021.

12. National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine. Report of the NAS of
Ukraine; 2021. http://www.nas.gov.ua/UA/Messages/Pages/View.
aspx?MessagelD=7422. Accessed January 25, 2021.

13. Sawal |, Ahmad S, Tarig W, Tahir MJ, Essar MY, Ahmed A. Unequal
distribution of COVID-19 vaccine: a looming crisis. J Med
Virol. 2021. In press. https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/
showCitFormats?

14. World Health Organization. Global leaders unite to ensure everyone
everywhere can access new vaccines, tests and treatments for
COVID-19; 2020. https://www.who.int/news/item/24-04-2020-
global-leaders-unite-to-ensure-everyone-everywhere-can-access-
new-vaccines-tests-and-treatments-for-covid-19. Accessed March
7, 2021.


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8110-0761
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0515-6146
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6305-8152
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4250-574X
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2516-5920
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6554-7619
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7241-7724
mailto:m.yasir.essar@kateb.edu.af
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8110-0761
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0515-6146
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6305-8152
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4250-574X
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2516-5920
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6554-7619
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7241-7724
https://doi.org/10.1080/15387216.2020.17784992
https://doi.org/10.1080/15387216.2020.17784992
https://moz.gov.ua/article/news/operativna-informacija-pro-poshirennja-koronavirusnoi-infekcii-2019-cov19
https://moz.gov.ua/article/news/operativna-informacija-pro-poshirennja-koronavirusnoi-infekcii-2019-cov19
https://zbruc.eu/node/101668
http://m.news.bigmir.net/ukraine/2060207-Zakon-o-bystroj-registracii-COVID-vakcin-primut-na-nedele----Razumkov
http://m.news.bigmir.net/ukraine/2060207-Zakon-o-bystroj-registracii-COVID-vakcin-primut-na-nedele----Razumkov
http://m.news.bigmir.net/ukraine/2060207-Zakon-o-bystroj-registracii-COVID-vakcin-primut-na-nedele----Razumkov
http://m.news.bigmir.net/ukraine/2061226-Zelenskii-ytverdil-zakon-dlya-COVID-vakcinacii
http://m.news.bigmir.net/ukraine/2061226-Zelenskii-ytverdil-zakon-dlya-COVID-vakcinacii
https://korrespondent.net/ukraine/4321786-vaktsynatsyia-v-ukrayne-predstavlen-kalendarnyi-plan
https://korrespondent.net/ukraine/4321786-vaktsynatsyia-v-ukrayne-predstavlen-kalendarnyi-plan
https://moz.gov.ua/article/news/persha-partija-vakcin-vid-covid-19-v-ukrainu-pribude--v-seredini-ljutogo
https://moz.gov.ua/article/news/persha-partija-vakcin-vid-covid-19-v-ukrainu-pribude--v-seredini-ljutogo
https://korrespondent.net/ukraine/4321658-ukrayna-mozhet-ne-poluchyt-v-srok-dostatochno-COVID-vaktsyn-stepanov
https://korrespondent.net/ukraine/4321658-ukrayna-mozhet-ne-poluchyt-v-srok-dostatochno-COVID-vaktsyn-stepanov
https://korrespondent.net/ukraine/4321658-ukrayna-mozhet-ne-poluchyt-v-srok-dostatochno-COVID-vaktsyn-stepanov
https://moz.gov.ua/article/news/maksim-stepanov-ukraina-zakupovue-vakcini-proti-covid-19-za-vartistju-jaku-viznacheno-dlja-bilshosti-krain-svitu
https://moz.gov.ua/article/news/maksim-stepanov-ukraina-zakupovue-vakcini-proti-covid-19-za-vartistju-jaku-viznacheno-dlja-bilshosti-krain-svitu
https://moz.gov.ua/article/news/maksim-stepanov-ukraina-zakupovue-vakcini-proti-covid-19-za-vartistju-jaku-viznacheno-dlja-bilshosti-krain-svitu
https://doi.org/10.1016/S1473-3099(21)00156-0
http://m.news.bigmir.net/ukraine/2060670-Lyashko-Ykraina-ot-COVAX-jdet-16-mln-doz-vakcini-Pfizer
http://m.news.bigmir.net/ukraine/2060670-Lyashko-Ykraina-ot-COVAX-jdet-16-mln-doz-vakcini-Pfizer
http://m.news.bigmir.net/ukraine/2060670-Lyashko-Ykraina-ot-COVAX-jdet-16-mln-doz-vakcini-Pfizer
http://www.nas.gov.ua/UA/Messages/Pages/View.aspx?MessageID=7422
http://www.nas.gov.ua/UA/Messages/Pages/View.aspx?MessageID=7422
https://doi.org/10.1002/jmv.27031
https://doi.org/10.1002/jmv.27031
https://www.who.int/news/item/24-04-2020-global-leaders-unite-to-ensure-everyone-everywhere-can-access-new-vaccines-tests-and-treatments-for-covid-19
https://www.who.int/news/item/24-04-2020-global-leaders-unite-to-ensure-everyone-everywhere-can-access-new-vaccines-tests-and-treatments-for-covid-19
https://www.who.int/news/item/24-04-2020-global-leaders-unite-to-ensure-everyone-everywhere-can-access-new-vaccines-tests-and-treatments-for-covid-19



