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Drug Levels and Effects

Summary of Use during Lactation
Because little information is available on the long-term use of droperidol during breastfeeding, an alternate drug 
may be preferred, especially while nursing a newborn or preterm infant. Single-dose or short-term use during 
breastfeeding, such as during surgery, is unlikely to adversely affect the breastfed infant, especially if the infant is 
older than 2 months.[1] When multiple doses are given to the mother, monitor the infant for drowsiness, 
especially in younger, exclusively breastfed infants and when using combinations of psychotropic drugs.

Drug Levels
Maternal Levels. Relevant published information was not found as of the revision date.

Disclaimer: Information presented in this database is not meant as a substitute for professional judgment. You should 
consult your healthcare provider for breastfeeding advice related to your particular situation. The U.S. government does 
not warrant or assume any liability or responsibility for the accuracy or completeness of the information on this Site.

Attribution Statement: LactMed is a registered trademark of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
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Infant Levels. Relevant published information was not found as of the revision date.

Effects in Breastfed Infants
A randomized study compared the breastfed infants born by cesarean section whose mothers received either 
morphine or morphine plus droperidol by patient-controlled analgesia postoperatively. On days 1 and 2 of life, 
the infants whose mothers received droperidol had a lower neonatal neurologic and adaptive capacity score 
(NACS) than those who received morphine only.[2]

One breastfed (extent not stated) infant whose mother was taking droperidol had a somewhat decreased 
intellectual development on testing, but her mother had also taken olanzapine, clonazepam, sertraline, 
thioridazine and valproic acid while breastfeeding.[3]

Effects on Lactation and Breastmilk
Hyperprolactinemia has been reported in patients taking long-term droperidol[4,5] and after short-term use 
during surgical procedures.[6,7] The maternal prolactin level in a mother with established lactation may not 
affect her ability to breastfeed.
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Substance Identification

Substance Name
Droperidol

CAS Registry Number
548-73-2
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Breast Feeding

Lactation
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