
 Check for very severe disease and local infection

ASK: LOOK, LISTEN, FEEL:

 Is the infant having 
difficulty in feeding?

Has the infant had 
convulsions (fits)?





Count the breaths  
in one minute.  
Repeat the count  
if 60 or more  
breaths per minute.
Look for severe chest indrawing.
Measure axillary temperature.
Look at the umbilicus. Is it red or 
draining pus?
Look for skin pustules.
Look at the young infant’s 
movements. If infant is sleeping, 
ask the mother to wake him/her.

Does the infant move on 
his/her own?

If the infant is not moving, gently 
stimulate him/her.

Does the infant move only 
when stimulated but then 
stops?
Does the infant not move 
at all ?


















CLASSIFY ALL 
YOUNG INFANTS } YOUNG 

INFANT 
MUST BE 

CALM

* These thresholds are based on axillary temperature. The thresholds for rectal temperature readings are 
approximately 0.5°C higher.

** If referral is not possible, see Integrated Management of Childhood Illness, Management of the sick young 
infant module, Annex 2 “Where referral is not possible.



Use all boxes that match infant’s symptoms and problems to classify 
the illness.

SIGNS CLASSIFY AS
TREATMENT

(Urgent pre-referral treatments 
are in bold print)

Any one of the following 
signs

Not feeding well or

Convulsions or

Fast breathing (60 
breaths per minute or 
more) or

Severe chest indrawing or

Fever (37.5°C* or above) 
or

Low body temperature 
(less than 35.5°C*)

or

 Movement only when 
stimulated or no 
movement at all












vERY SEvERE 
DISEASE

Give first dose of intramuscular 
antibiotics.

Treat to prevent low blood sugar.

Refer URGENTLY to hospital.**

Advise mother how to keep the 
infant warm on the way to the 
hospital.







Umbilicus red or draining 
pus

Skin pustules





LOCAL BACTERIAL 
INFECTION

Give an appropriate oral 
antibiotic.
 Teach mother to treat local 
infections at home.

 Advise mother to give home 
care for the young infant.

 Follow up in 2 days.









None of the signs of very 
severe disease or local 
bacterial infection

 SEvERE DISEASE OR 
LOCAL INFECTION 

UNLIKELY

Advise mother to give home care 
for the young infant.
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