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Chemotherapy and biological therapy 

 

Patients requiring chemotherapy

Offer anthracyclines

Disease progression

No

No

HER2 +ve

Extracranial 
disease 

progression whilst 
receiving 

trastuzumab

Stop trastuzumab

No

NICE has recommended that more 
research be done to investigate 
whether patients who have received 
adjuvant trastuzumab should receive 
further biological response modifiers

Yes

First-line single 
agent docetaxel *

Second-line single 
agent vinorelbine 
or capecitabine

Third-line single 
agent 

capecitabine or 
vinorelbine

HER2 -ve

Previous 
anthracyclines?

Contraindication 
to anthracyclines?

HER2 status?

Patient previously 
treated with 
trastuzumab

Yes

Yes

Recommendations 
on the use of 

trastuzumab are 
covered by TA34 

which will be 
updated by NICE 

 
* Consider combination therapy for patients for whom a greater probability of response is important and who understand and 
are likely to tolerate the additional toxicity. 




