PubMed Central (PMC) Journal Setup
All PMC journals are presented with a standard style (fonts, color scheme) in order to provide consistency of appearance and functionality across all of PMC, for the benefit of users. 

The journal is identified by the banner at the top of each page, and the “watermark” stripe on the left hand side of the article pages. The journal banner is also used to provide a link (or links) back to the journal's own site.
Publishers submitting articles from multiple journals to PMC via a Selective Deposit participation model should follow the Multi-journal Banner rules below for preparing a banner template.

A publisher should email the banner files to pmc@ncbi.nlm.nih.gov upon request by PMC.

Banner

Individual Journal Banner
PMC requires the submission of an image file for use as a banner at the top of each page of a journal. The banner must be a GIF image, exactly 75 pixels high and up to 500 pixels wide. If the design includes a white background, we suggest including a 1 pixel border in a complimentary color.
The banner may be:

· a simple image, similar to the Molecular Biology of the Cell (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/journals/1/latest/) banner, in which case it links back to the home page for the journal’s site; 
· or, as with PNAS (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/journals/2/latest/) and JMLA (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/journals/93/latest/), it may be a client-side image map. If the latter, please also provide the HTML for the image map links. Links may be static, or dynamically created by PMC from information available in the SGML/XML for an article, e.g., ISSN, volume and page number.
For an illustration of how the dynamic links work, see the banner at the top of the BMC Molecular Biology article at http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC29092/.  Although most of the banner links are static, the “this article” link is dynamically created using an HTML template provided by the publisher that is common to all BMC journals. The static base (http://www.biomedcentral.com/) of the URLs for this link comes from the HTML template. PMC then dynamically completes the URL by adding an issn/vol/page (e.g., http://www.biomedcentral.com/1471-2199/2/3). These variable elements are taken directly from the XML for the article. These variable elements include whatever is explicitly tagged in the source XML file that would result in a valid URL at the journal’s site.

Multi-journal Banner

PMC requires the submission of an image file for use as a banner at the top of each page of a journal. We will use one banner for all articles submitted within a publisher’s collection, and we will insert the journal title based on the information in the article’s journal metadata.

The journal banner must be a GIF image, exactly 75 pixels high and 500 pixels wide. 

There are two distinct areas on the banner: the “Publisher Area” and the area “Reserved for Journal Title”. There may be a background color or a light background image behind the Reserved for Journal Title area, but there does not need to be a line delineating the two areas. Details on the sizes of the areas are shown in the image below.
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Banner Links in the Publisher Area

Here are a few working examples of this template in live PMC articles:

· American Chemical Society:

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2736645/ 

· Society for Endocrinology:

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2632781/ 

· SAGE Publications:

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2630002/ 

The banner in each example is a client-side image map. The publisher provides PMC with a graphic and the HTML for the image map links. Links may be static, or dynamically created by PMC from information available in the SGML/XML for an article, e.g., ISSN, volume and page number.

For an illustration of how the dynamic links work, look at the journal banner for the American Chemical Society article at http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2736645/. Although some of the banner links are static, the “This Article” link is dynamically created using an HTML template provided by the publisher that is common to all ACS journals. The static base (http://dx.doi.org/) of the URL for this link comes from the HTML template. PMC then dynamically completes the URL by adding the DOI value. The variable elements are taken directly from the XML for the article. The variable elements can be whatever is explicitly tagged in the source XML file that would result in a valid URL at the journal’s site.
