
   
 

 

National Research Council 
Division on Earth and Life Studies 
Board on Life Sciences 
 

500 Fifth Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20001 
Phone: 202 334 2187 
Fax: 202 334 1289 

December 6, 2011 

Francis Collins, M.D., Ph.D. 
Director 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 1 
9000 Rockville Pike 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892 

Dear Dr. Collins: 

1 At your request, the National Research Council (NRC)

 The principal operating arm of the National Academy of Sciences and the National Academy of Engineering.

 reconvened its Committee on 
Technical Input on Any Additional Studies to Assess Risk Associated with Operation of the 

2National Emerging Infectious Diseases Laboratory (NEIDL), Boston University

The Committee is now known as the Committee on Continuing Assistance to the National Institutes of Health on 
Preparation of Additional Risk Assessments for the Boston University NEIDL. A list of Committee members and 
their biographies is included as Attachment A. 

 to provide you 
and your Blue Ribbon Panel with further technical input on the scope and design of any 
additional studies that may be needed to assess the risks associated with the siting and operation 
of the NEIDL. 

 In particular, you asked the NRC Committee to meet with the NIH Blue Ribbon Panel in 
public at key milestones in the development of the draft risk assessment. To this end, the NRC 
Committee met in open session with the Blue Ribbon Panel on November 2, 2011. The purpose 
of this meeting was to discuss the NRC Committee’s comments and questions on a “90 percent” 
draft of the revised risk assessment.  This Phase 3 letter report provides the NRC Committee’s 
written comments in response to that November 2 meeting.  The NRC Committee’s full 
statement of task, as developed with your office, is provided in the main body of this report. 

 The Committee found that the “90 percent,” or penultimate, draft of the risk assessment is 
a substantial improvement over past documents we have reviewed. What follows is intended to 
present some areas in which the Committee on Continuing Assistance to NIH sees elements that 
might be used to improve the version prepared for public comment.  

We hope that the comments provided in this letter report will be helpful to you and the 
Blue Ribbon Panel as you consider how the remainder of the work to be performed is carried out.  
It is the Committee’s consensus that the advice and assistance we have provided to NIH should 
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now be at an end. The Committee thanks NIH for seeking its input as it works to develop 
resources for advancing the national capacity to protect and improve health. The Committee 
hopes that its suggestions will be useful in this regard.  
  
 This report reflects the consensus of the Committee and has been reviewed in accordance 
with standard NRC procedures. The work was supported by Frances Sharples, Director of the 
NRC’s Board on Life Sciences and Orin Luke of the Board on Life Sciences. 
 
  
Sincerely, 

 
John F. Ahearne, Chair 
Committee on Continuing Assistance to the National Institutes of Health on Preparation of 
Additional Risk Assessments for the Boston University NEIDL  
 
cc: Amy Patterson, M.D. 
 
 


