
B. Initial clinical assessment 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women with a pregnancy of 
less than 6 weeks gestation 
who are bleeding but not in pain 

Refer immediately for further 
investigation at an early 
pregnancy assessment service 
(or out-of-hours gynaecology 
service if the early pregnancy 
assessment service is not 
available). (see section C) 

Refer women who are 
haemodynamically unstable, or in 
whom there is significant concern 
about the degree of pain or 
bleeding, directly to A&E. (exit 
pathway) 
 

Women with pain and/or bleeding, or 
atypical symptoms suggestive of 
early pregnancy problems [see 

recommendation 11] 
 

Healthcare professional conducts clinical history taking, 
physical examination and urine pregnancy test (unless 

very recent pregnancy test result reported by the woman) 
 

Positive pregnancy test  Negative pregnancy test  
(exit pathway) 

No pelvic tenderness, cervical 
motion tenderness, abdominal 
tenderness or signs of intra-
abdominal bleeding 
 

Pelvic tenderness, cervical 
motion tenderness, or pain and 
abdominal tenderness on 
examination 
 

Positive urine 
pregnancy test, 
or continuing or 
worsening 
symptoms  

Negative 
pregnancy test 
(exit pathway) 

! 

Use expectant management. 
Advise women to repeat a 
urine pregnancy test after 7-10 
days and to return if their 
symptoms continue or worsen 
or the test is positive. 

 

Refer to an early pregnancy 
assessment service (or out-of-
hours gynaecology service if 
the early pregnancy 
assessment service is not 
available). The urgency of this 
referral depends on the 
clinical situation. (see section 
C) 

Women with: 
• pain or 
• a pregnancy of 6 weeks 

gestation or more or 
• a pregnancy of uncertain 

gestation 

!




